
January 28, 2025

UPCOMING EVENTS
To see the upcoming events for the months of January and February, please click here.

Dear Maine South Parents and Guardians,

We are excited to invite you to our next "2nd Cup of Coffee with the Principal" on Tuesday,
February 18th from 7:00-8:00PM. This month, we’ll be dedicating our discussion to all things
related to our seniors as they prepare for the culmination of their high school journey. Our speaker
for this evening will be our very own, Mr. Mike Edwards, Associate Principal of Student
Experiences. This will be a 20 minute presentation followed by a Q & A. 

Here’s what we’ll cover:
End of Year Events: Get a basic overview of all the senior activities planned for the end of the
school year and learn how your senior can be involved in each one.
Prom and Commencement: Important dates, venues, and preparation tips for these milestone
events.
Six Flags Day and Senior Breakfast: Details on these fun-filled events that are much-awaited
by our seniors.
Cap and Gown Pickup: Information on when and where seniors can pick up their caps and
gowns.

This meeting is a great opportunity to gather vital information, ask questions, and understand how
you can support your senior in these final memorable months. If you are interested in attending,
please complete THIS RSVP FORM. We look forward to seeing you there and engaging in a
productive discussion!

 

MAINE SOUTH HAWK SQUAWK

News from the Principal's Office

PRINCIPAL MESSAGE - 2ND CUP OF COFFEE

News from Student Experiences

SAFE DRIVING ON CAMPUS REMINDER

As we continue into the start of second semester, we would like
to remind families who drive on campus to continue to follow the
dropoff and pickup flow to ensure safety for all members of the
Maine South community. Please view this map-Maine South
Map 24-25 - School Pickup/Dropoff to ensure you are driving in
the correct directions, and please remember to travel at a safe
speed when you enter the lot.

https://f8uwpd6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iAt6TNY99s2IayFJtQZ6Ma4bhecdY7kVEP698ZwMN3WeF-KbPBzKlj3Tjd9Zb1E8fePwb8XIb6tFQ5v7znpZhIkuif_bed-5Y8zteZNp1JrW6h3lLOJa-Q75aAiP_i-jZ7DfvJZXmX-8jpUcoGcIAssZzxOAEmOTgtBeeRGdEEg__uDy6lHhyXI6lKvdjfcqEwlRS03mktCqZsbAx3Ua-Jb7JkvGeWJ-mqU9tqDQSmyCEriuAVBlSg==&c=yiC__obn6s_AOoc9SrN36h0HVLavNmWG_vL86_VkJ9OKv7aT_oCRzg==&ch=NBTnypMhjCICaUu4ojc_8jJC4Jkc3NzdCbha2QKvz2tE5TqMf2awHg==
https://f8uwpd6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iAt6TNY99s2IayFJtQZ6Ma4bhecdY7kVEP698ZwMN3WeF-KbPBzKlj3Tjd9Zb1E89MA2JWIY3utObXqnWFDCSN6VOxNq2XepFt6SSCPNIsD13opKQuRZApC0huwCPKqja3eV4xK0fGdFhg2g4WJlqFR8KgLYFCsMvclLKALP1Q6BEVT4qBMwt3zLcYAr9_NAqBiJqXnTOqnq7E6l3IT9A-07OvkLmoX3sBVM9HZed0tQOYXbMmgUTIa7P8qfuS4AztCVLt3gAoEyr1R0U2YCg-911pFKIjpy&c=yiC__obn6s_AOoc9SrN36h0HVLavNmWG_vL86_VkJ9OKv7aT_oCRzg==&ch=NBTnypMhjCICaUu4ojc_8jJC4Jkc3NzdCbha2QKvz2tE5TqMf2awHg==
https://f8uwpd6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iAt6TNY99s2IayFJtQZ6Ma4bhecdY7kVEP698ZwMN3WeF-KbPBzKlj3Tjd9Zb1E89MA2JWIY3utObXqnWFDCSN6VOxNq2XepFt6SSCPNIsD13opKQuRZApC0huwCPKqja3eV4xK0fGdFhg2g4WJlqFR8KgLYFCsMvclLKALP1Q6BEVT4qBMwt3zLcYAr9_NAqBiJqXnTOqnq7E6l3IT9A-07OvkLmoX3sBVM9HZed0tQOYXbMmgUTIa7P8qfuS4AztCVLt3gAoEyr1R0U2YCg-911pFKIjpy&c=yiC__obn6s_AOoc9SrN36h0HVLavNmWG_vL86_VkJ9OKv7aT_oCRzg==&ch=NBTnypMhjCICaUu4ojc_8jJC4Jkc3NzdCbha2QKvz2tE5TqMf2awHg==
https://f8uwpd6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iAt6TNY99s2IayFJtQZ6Ma4bhecdY7kVEP698ZwMN3WeF-KbPBzKlj3Tjd9Zb1E8PBFFdDsUsvO0WGoXDQiUTG8WVnsovnucbPckU4bTVp1pQUUPWPkppH0kUs5UZTMCvkxB854NgxmLKws_6tZrfJRG4ahihJ3bLTtS6KVXUvCGR4Z96SZSyynXIPxzaJ1fb7CA9kYA4hqeppVukVjyy6JR1FUeKNrq&c=yiC__obn6s_AOoc9SrN36h0HVLavNmWG_vL86_VkJ9OKv7aT_oCRzg==&ch=NBTnypMhjCICaUu4ojc_8jJC4Jkc3NzdCbha2QKvz2tE5TqMf2awHg==
https://f8uwpd6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iAt6TNY99s2IayFJtQZ6Ma4bhecdY7kVEP698ZwMN3WeF-KbPBzKlj3Tjd9Zb1E8PBFFdDsUsvO0WGoXDQiUTG8WVnsovnucbPckU4bTVp1pQUUPWPkppH0kUs5UZTMCvkxB854NgxmLKws_6tZrfJRG4ahihJ3bLTtS6KVXUvCGR4Z96SZSyynXIPxzaJ1fb7CA9kYA4hqeppVukVjyy6JR1FUeKNrq&c=yiC__obn6s_AOoc9SrN36h0HVLavNmWG_vL86_VkJ9OKv7aT_oCRzg==&ch=NBTnypMhjCICaUu4ojc_8jJC4Jkc3NzdCbha2QKvz2tE5TqMf2awHg==


JUINIOR PROM

Last week, we had the pleasure of hosting a group of Korean students. During their time here, the
visitors got the opportunity to connect with Maine south students and staff and get a glimpse of life

as a Hawk!

WELCOMING STUDENTS FROM KOREA

News from Student & Family Services

Encouraging Safe & Respectful Traditions: 12th Grade Families

Please see this important letter from our Maine South Administration to senior students and
families.

https://f8uwpd6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iAt6TNY99s2IayFJtQZ6Ma4bhecdY7kVEP698ZwMN3WeF-KbPBzKlj3Tjd9Zb1E8geLJ8gkylUc674lsjNMrrqmQwXCWa9KAkzQMqXTZRyAQzYaLR6zWglVbejD9-7WIIKNCzIf52toVIPIfrZyevu_gy637Iso1ga7NPUOb5xOf2SfbMuEwr61ubrUUTOLqXS_1LBwfhnUk5B8e7IapQwEVDI_NAZXxFycr3RTp9E458f2pr-wN7A==&c=yiC__obn6s_AOoc9SrN36h0HVLavNmWG_vL86_VkJ9OKv7aT_oCRzg==&ch=NBTnypMhjCICaUu4ojc_8jJC4Jkc3NzdCbha2QKvz2tE5TqMf2awHg==
https://f8uwpd6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iAt6TNY99s2IayFJtQZ6Ma4bhecdY7kVEP698ZwMN3WeF-KbPBzKlj3Tjd9Zb1E87wqsh4_841gvucOzWum2ZHDSgD71oZHDiEj-o2H9WAweA-ZJrOzhwgoCGiIcJ6Aem3_O-0xCZBoxLb4T8M0W1Z9l9NYHuUD8r5OC8R13fx0_2pOr6qw8_1__iCaQhup6c7YngKfd_q_ETHxuXdngchVaqiegSvp1hRr2a5nYwiwy29pgxCwb90FWC-Gm4VDV5nK5XhTzEYU=&c=yiC__obn6s_AOoc9SrN36h0HVLavNmWG_vL86_VkJ9OKv7aT_oCRzg==&ch=NBTnypMhjCICaUu4ojc_8jJC4Jkc3NzdCbha2QKvz2tE5TqMf2awHg==


College & Career

JANUARY NEWSLETTER

FINANCIAL AID/SCHLORSHIPS FOR THE CLASS OF 2025



CCRC ACADEMY: MOCK ADMISSIONS WORKSHOP

News from Athletics

SWIMMING & DIVING COACH WINS IHSA COACH OF THE YEAR

As a part of the National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS) Coach of the Year
program, the Illinois High School Association (IHSA) administrative staff annually honors
individuals as NFHS Coaches of the Year in their respective sports. This year, Maine South High
School’s Don Kura was selected as the IHSA Coach of the Year for Boys Swimming and Diving. 

“Don’s service and devotion to Boys Swimming and Diving in the state of Illinois is sincerely
appreciated and he can be proud of this important recognition by the NFHS Coaches Association,”
wrote IHSA Executive Director Craig Anderson. Coaches of the Year are selected based on the
results of the previous school year, as well as other elements such as career success, positive
leadership, sportsmanship and contributions to the sport.

Kura has been the boys and girls swimming and diving coach at Maine South for over 20 years
and shares his gratitude for this accomplishment. “It feels very rewarding, but more than anything
it’s about the kids and the coaching staff,” shares Kura. “None of this is possible without any of
them or the support that we get day-to-day here at Maine South.” 

Kura was recently honored for his achievements in front of his fellow Maine South staff members
during a staff meeting where they expressed their appreciation of Kura and his commitment to the
school and its students. “When we went through the construction process and renovating the pool,
his input was all about how to make the facility better for our athletes and for our PE classes,”
explained Maine South Athletic Director Matt Ryder. “It’s no surprise that Coach Kura has been
one to use what he has to maximize opportunities for our students.”

“This is not a me award, this is a team award,” says Kura. “This kind of thing doesn’t happen if you
don’t get really good kids that are willing to listen, willing to compete and willing to push
themselves to be better day in and day out, no matter what.”



HOOP HIGHLIGHTS 🏀

Please enjoy the following photos from our Boys & Girls basketball games.



Speech, Drama, & Broadcasting Boosters: Senior Scholarship Application 

The Speech, Drama, and Broadcasting Boosters are offering a scholarship for seniors
who have shown dedication and passion in these areas. To apply, please click here.

DRAMA SHOWCASE
The middle of Winter is the perfect time for a good LAUGH! Join Maine South' Drama 2/3/4
class showcase performance on January 28th at 7pm as they present 30 PLAYS IN 60
MINUTES, all devised from writing submissions from students in our sending schools in district
64!

This year's theme is "Goofy stock photos: How did we get here?!" - students in District 64 classes
were charged with receiving a silly stock photo from the internet and writing a funny story about
how that photo. came to be! Join us in hearing and seeing their hilarious interpretations!
Admission is FREE and the show runs one hour long. Questions? Ask Joey Fitzpatrick at
jfitzpatrick@maine207.org

News from Fine Arts

MAINE SOUTH’S UNIFIED DRUMLINE WINS 2025 AWARD
Music for All, an advocacy organization, recently announced the recipients of the 2025 Advocacy
in Action Awards, including Maine South High School’s Unified Drumline. The nomination was
submitted by Director of Bands David Hutter and the drumline won in the student recruitment,
engagement and retention category.

Unified Drumline was started during the 2023-24 school year based on a suggestion from Maine
South 12th grader Lily Heneghan. In the program, band students and special education students
work together on drumming fundamentals including how to hold drumsticks, how to play the
drums, rhythm games and more. Together, they prepare songs to perform at fall assemblies and
home football games.

Congratulations, drummers! 🎉🎉

https://f8uwpd6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NjEXyhJ0VV03_N7vFt7xHPez84cbNInIzBAZVI4mq7f7wSzp2bVHWGo3u7rQVkQHYYvt_Pq8PQTkSQUSqB-ksK-WviYoVib3rCHbWfpipLQkckZeaxDBIaUaZAXNTFjirRHioUmx314hcZnooaLdjyjLLsw8bNbDbV3oofIqKpC8GbXSc1EzwuUDsNIS0k9tWmMuQhEvhluatfNG3WbPysPWN_3Hd4btRWrSw3HRkX5fClfioUrnO01mxtG5Oz02m4O1y0EhKX0=&c=p3feJ8U-7q4rISQgQ7nqOlUXY5zDbjXcs9RuUVSeBlNHeIlj5g7S8Q==&ch=jFFkqqjjHphU9M9kNclcECFh98JZUCrVVdGiTpMqCyGKzCh9acQZ8A==
mailto:jfitzpatrick@maine207.org


Team Fundraisers & Groups
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QUICK LINKS

https://schools.snap.app/mainesouth
https://south.maine207.org/news/maine-south-promise-2/
https://sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/illinois/parkridge/maine-south-high-school
https://south.maine207.org/parents/
https://south.maine207.org/resources_and_programs/bookstore/
https://south.maine207.org/departments/
https://south.maine207.org/career-and-college-resource-center/
https://south.maine207.org/academics/student-services/

